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flCBXPSir&ZI  Z!L&UST&AT£«D*  articles  treated  of  more  at  large,  and  prov¬ 
ed  by  numerous  passages  from  the  ancient 
fathers,  especially  Eusebis’s  Ecclesiastical 
'i^ACA— THOU  FOOL,  kc.  SL  Mattkcw  V.  22.  History.  May  the  blessing  of  Him,  who 

“  mosoever  shall  say  to  his  brother,  superintends  l.is 
_  r  j  ^  u  A  .  up  a  more  glorious  church  to  praise  him 

Baca,”  (a  term  of  rdproach  and  contempt,  •  ®  . 

well  understood  by  Christ’s  hearers,)  But  .  ak'^  ^  iU^  ‘to.  w  nknm  Mr 
,  .  L  11  mu  r  ^  Lord  King  was  the  writer  b}' whom  Mr. 

whosoever  shall  say.  Fhou  foor — with  „r  ,  ®  j  .i  .  o: 

M\  crreater/  bitterness  and  malevolence  Wesley  was  convinced  that  a  Bishop  and 
,  ^  f  t  e  \\  f  c/'rinfnrp  Elder  was  One  and  the  Same  officer.  And 

SoT  thou  vile^wicL  fellow  But  does  th^re  could  be  no  higher  order  in  the 

not  Christ  himself  call  the  Scribes  and  d**^i*’  ^  ^  rru 

Pharisees  fools?  Yes;  but  with  divine  Bishops  or  Pa^rs*-TheTe  yss,  one 

compassion,  to  rouse  them  to  a  considera-  B^hopm  each  church  ur  pansh,  who  was 

tior.  of  their  state.  The  sin  is  in  the  an-  ^y.  «'“•  the  ap^atira 

ger,  the  scorn,  the  pride  of  heart  in  one  the  neighbouring  bishops,  by  whom  be 
Inner  towards  anoW  “  Shall  be  in  was  ordmned,  and  set  apart  to  that  chwch. 
danger  of  the  judgme«t-of  the  council  ^  church  or  parish  was  defined  to  a 
-of  hell  tire/  It  may  be  an  allusion  to  competent  number  ol  Christians  dwelling 

three  diffeVent  kinds  of  judicature,  or  pun-  *'“''•“/  ««« 

ishment  among  the  Jews.  But  whether  it  was  termed  pastor  of  his  parish, 

is  or  not,  the  meaning  is  plain.  Every  b‘*‘'"P»  pccs‘dcnt,  governor  suf^inten- 
one  of  these,  though  not  every  one  equal-  f f«‘»  Presbyter,  &c.  &c.  The  bead  of 
ly,  proceeds  from  an  evil  root  ol  hatred,  ‘'is  parish  was  generally  some  large  town, 
is  a  breach  of  that  charity  we  owe  to  one  “  "“’*‘'3'  extended  to  the  surrounding 
another,  and  will  bring  us  into  condem-  sometimes  twenty  or  thirty  mil« 

nation  -  around.— See  page  1 1, 15, 23, 32, 33,  36, 

qqi^  “46,  47,  49,  1 3,  1 1 ,  65,  67,  26. 

His  office  was  to  {ireach  or  expound 
RoascBUAsnaovs.  the  word  of  God,  baptize,  admini.<%ter  the 

—  sacrament,  which  was  generally  done  on 

Wednesdays,  F ridavs.,  and  Sundays,  sonie- 
THE  CONSTITUTION  AND  DISCIPLINE  times  before  day.  (Pliny  reports,  that  in 

OF, THE  PRIMITIVE  CHURCH.  Christians  were  wont  to  meet 

before  it  was  light,  and  bind  themselves  by 
Looking  over  Lord  King^s  Inquiry  a  sacrament. )t  He  was  president  in  all 
into  the  usages  of  the  Christian  Communi-  church-meetings,  constantly  resided  in  his 
lies  during  the  first  three  hundred  years  parish,  managed  the  concerns  of  the 
after  Christ which  was  published  in  the  church,  received  in  and  put  out  members, 
yeaL  1691,  I  was  very  forcibly  struck  with  with  the  consent  of  the  whole  body,  pro- 
the  simple,  open  proceedings  of  the  first  nounced  church  censures  when  the  b<*dy 
Christians.  He  professes  to  be  ^‘an  im-  had  decreed,  4&c.  &c.  giving  up  all  worldly 
partial  hand”  in  detailing  them,  and  it  is  concerns ;  he  prayed  with  and  fed  the 


*  Observe,  neither  wealth  nor  w  urfdly  honuqr 
were  attar  bed  to  the  first  bishofis  or  pac'ti^rs; 
they  were  supported  by  the  viduntaiy  coiiiriba- 
tions  of  their  respective  churches 


t  This  only  refers  to  the  times  of  iiersecution 
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cliurch  of  Christ,  which  he  had  purchased  mally  received  as  members  of  the  church 
wiih  Ills  own  blood. — p.  43,  21,  l9,  of  God — baptism  ever  being  the  door  by 

104,  44,  22,  23,  36,  25,  43,  85.  which  they  entered. — p,  103. 

Presbyters  or  Eiders. — Principally  dif-  We  are  not  baptized,  says  an  ancient 
fereiit  from  bishops,  in  that  they  were  not  father,  that  we  may  cease  from  sin,  but 
presented  to,  or  inducted  in,  a  living  ;  but  because  we  have  already  ceased. — p.  103, 
laboured  in  the  parisli  or  district  as  curates  Being  members  of  any  one  church,  they 
or  assistants  to  the  bishops.  In  some  were  considered  as  brethren  in  every  church 
pa  rishes  there  were  a  great  number  of  throughout  th^*  world,  and  received,  on  pro- 
preNbyters,  in  others  few.  In  the  absence,  ducing  their  credentials,  to  communion 
or  In  desire  of  the  bishop,  they  performed  every  where. — p*  l6l. 
a  part  of  the  whole  of  his  office,  in  the  Apostates,-- as  fell  away  from  the 
same  manner  as  he  did  himself.  The  truth,  and  made  shipwreck  of  faith  ;  these 
bishops  were  chosen  from  among  them. —  were  expelled  from  the  church,  avoided 
p.  23,  53  to  59,  76,  60  to  68,  77*  by  the  faithful,  .shut  out  from  communion, 

Their  office  was  to  preach  and  expound  and  were  not  received  again  until  evident 
the  word,  pray  with  the  people,  assist  in  marks  of  repentance  were  given,  and  then 
all  transactions  of  the  church,  such  as  re-  only  after  a  long  trial. — p,  120  to  126. 
ceiving  in  or  putting  out  members,  electing  We  use  our  utmost  endeavours,’’  says 
to  various  offices,  &c.  &c. ;  to  do  all  they  Origen,  that  our  assemblies  be  composed 
could  to  spread  the  common  Saviour’s  of  wise  and  honest  men.” — 112. 
name. — p.  58,  59,  60,  63,  64,  118,  120,  Discipline  is' defined  to  be  the  power 
140.  and  authority  of  the  church,  exerted  by 

Deacons. — There  were  many  of  them  her  for  her  own  preservation :  which  pow- 
in  almost  every  church;  they  taught,  er  was  exerted  in  the  various  assemblies 
preached,  and  exhorted;  distributed  the  of  the  clergy,  (vix.  the  bishops,  presbyters, 
church  gifts,  being  employed  under  the  and  deacons,)  and  the  laity. — p.  111,9. 
bishop  to  relieve  all  the  indigent  within  The  whole  church  collectively,  both 
the  parish  ;  at  the  Lord’s  table,  they  pre-  clergy  and  laity,  constituted  the  supreme 
pared  the  bread  and  wine,  and  sometimes  tribunal,  each  having  a  share  in  it.  The 
assisted  in  delivering  the  elements  to  the  clergy  as  part  of  the  body  and  mouth  ot 
people — p,  80.  the  w’hole  ;  the  people  as  the  remaining 

They  were  ordained  to  their  office  by  part.  All  things  were  debated  in  common 
the  consent  of  the  body  of  the  church;  amongst  them,  and  the  bishops  and  a  ma- 
and  assisted  in  ail  afiairs  of  the  church,  in  jority  of  the  body  determined.  As  Bishop 
receiving  in  or  putting  out  members,  elect-  Cyprian  speaks  of  excommunication,  “it 
ing  to  offices,  &c.  &c. ;  joining  hand  in  was  by  the  divine  suffrages  of  the  people.” 
Hand  to  build  the  church  of  God.— p.  83,  — p.  113,  115,  121.  This  power  was 
84,  i  18,  9,  1 1,  120,  140.  exercised  in  the  following  assemblies. 

Catechunirns,  or  Church  Fellowship, —  Presbytery, — This  meeting  consisted 

Catechised  ones,  candidates,  who  stayed  of  the  bishop,  presbyters,  and  deacons, 
some  lime  in  that  order,  I.  That  they  the  people  were  encumbered  with  earthly 
mit>!it  be  instructed  in  the  faith.  2.  That  business  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  they 
tiny  inielit  give  evidence  of  their  con-  should  constantly  give  their  attendance, 
version,  by  the  purity  of  their  lives. —  and  narrowly  search  into  every  thing  that 
Tl  ey  consisted  of  two  ortiers — the  first,  should  be  brought  before  them,  therefore, 
called  Kdocti,  or  those  wlio  are  taught ;  these  sat  as  a  committee  to  prepare  mat- 
who,  when  tliey  came  into  the  chureli,  ters  for  that  court  where  the  whole  body 
stood  in  a  place  by  themselves.  If  their  attended.  “  It  was  called  the  presbytery,” 
conduct,  in  this  state,  was  reg^ular,  they  says  TertuHian,  “because  in  it  approved 
were  advanced  to  the  second,  called  per-  elders  did  preside.” — p.  9,  1 1 8,  59* 
feci,  and,  soon  after,  if  they  still  gave  evi-  The  Consistory  Court, — was  composed 
deni  marks  of  their  sincerity,  they  were  of  the  bishop,  presbyters,  deacons  and 
ba|)tiz<?d,  and  stayed  with  the  faithfid  at  people ;  each  of  whom  assisted  in  the 
tile  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. —  debates,(if  he  pleased,)  and  gave  his  vote. 
p.  100,  101,  102.  All  things  were  debated  in  comnion 

Members  of  the  Church, — After  having  amongst  them,  and  the  majority  decided, 
passed  inroutrb  the  necessary  trial  as  cac-  1.  They  decided  upon  the  admission  ot 
cciiUDiens,  being  baptized,  they  were  for-  members  into  the  church.  2.  They  der 


creed  the  expulsion  of  offenders.  S.  The 
bishop  ordained  none  without  their  appro¬ 
bation  ;  of  course,  no  deacon  or  presbyter 
could  be  appointed  bot  with  their  consent. 
4.  Tliey  managed  all  church  affairs — 
)iolhing  was  done  in  the  diocese  or  parish 
without  the  consent  of  the  people.  5. 
This  court  was  the  supreme  tribunal  within 
the  limits  of  that  parish  in  which  it  sat, 
before  whom  all  matters  that  there  occur¬ 
red  were  tried,  and  by  whom  all  were 
judged.  6.  They  chose  messengers  to  be 
sent  to  any  other  church,  or  about  any 
business,  that  concerned  the  church.  7. 
So  much  w’ere  they  in  the  habit  of  trans¬ 
acting  the  affairs  of  the  church,  that  Bish¬ 
op  Cyprian  having,  upon  a  most  urgent 
and  necessary  occasion,  ordained  only  a 
lecture  without  their  advice,  takes  great 
pains  to  excuse  himself  for  so  doing.  8. 
Tertullian  says,  the  manner  of  their  pro¬ 
ceeding  was — after  divine  service  (perhaps 
singing  and  prayer)  followed  exhortation 
(to  those  members  who  were  admitted,) 
reproof  (to  those  who  were  expelled)  and 
divine  censure  (pronounced  by  the  bishop.) 
How  solemn  !  He  adds,  the  judgment  is 
given  with  great  weight,  as  amongst  tliose 
that  are  sure  God  beholds  what  they  do, 
for  here  approved  elders  do  preside,  ^vho 
obtained  that  honour  by  testimony,  not  by 
price,— p.  117,  118,  119,  121,  23,  36, 
37,  22,  120,  36,  24,  35,  83,  84,  *25,  36, 
37,  il9,  25,  30,  84,  120,  J22. 

9.  Their  manner  of  re-admitting  those 
who  apostatised  from  the  church,  was 
truly  solemn  and  affecting — after  expul¬ 
sion  they  were  carefully  avoided  by  the 
faithful,  until  evident  signs  of  repentance 
appeared ;  when  the  court  became  inclined 
to  receive  them,  they  first  fixed  a  time  of 
penance,  during  which  the  penitent  ap¬ 
peared  in  a  coarse  habit,  manifesting  his 
sorrow  for  his  sin.  This  term  was  some¬ 
times  a  year  or  more,  according  to  circum¬ 
stances,  before  the  end  of  which  they 
seldom  were  absolved.  3.  At  its  conclu¬ 
sion,  the  penitent  applied  to  the  court  for 
absolution,  who  examined  his  demeanour 
and  actions,  which,  if  they  approved,  4. 
on  the  day  appointed  by  them,  lie,  1st. 
came  into  the  church  weeping  and  in  sack¬ 
cloth,  and  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the 
clergy  and  laity.  2.  Made  a  public  con¬ 
fession  of  sin — his  great  and  heinous  crimes 
in  particular.  5.  From  this  public  con¬ 
fession  none  were  exempt;  no,  not  an 
emperor,  if  he  apostatised  from  the  truth. 
This  had  i  remarkable  effect  upon  all 


present,  generally  melting  the  whole  assem¬ 
bly  into  tears,  (i.  He  was  then  absolved — 
kneeling  down,  the  bishop  and  clergy  put 
their  hands  upon  his  liead,  and  blessed 
him,  7.  by  which  act  he  was  again  for* 
mally  received  into  the  body  of  the  church. 
8.  If  he  had  been  a  clergyman,  he  was 
seldom  restored  to  his  former  office,  gene¬ 
rally  remaining  a  layman  ever  afterwards. 
—p.  122,  123,  126,  129,  130,  132,  133, 
1.34. 

9.  The  discipline  of  particular  churches, 
as  well  as  some  of  llieir  doctrines,  rites, 
and  ceremonies,  differed  from  others :  but 
every  church  being  independent  of  any 
other,  was  left  in  non-essentials  to  follow 
its  own  peculiar  mode  without  the  least 
molestation,  or,  indeed,  the  least  iterrup- 
tion  of  that  blessed  union  which  reigned 
throughout  the  church  universally,  so  long 
as  Christ  continued  its  living  head, — p. 
136,  137,  154  to  158,  13,  l(k).— B.  2. 

Occasional  Assf  niblies. — which  consist¬ 
ed  of  the  bishop  (in  some  cases,  in  others 
not,)  presbyters,  deacons  and  laymen,  of 
a  particular  church,  and  some  of  the 
neighbouring  bishops.  This  meeting  was 
convened, 

1st  When  any  great  and  difficult  points 
were  to  be  decided,  that  the  decision  might 
be  the  more  weighty,  and  free  from  any 
imputation  of  partiality  or  injustice. — p. 
119,140. 

2nd  When  a  bishop,  being  accused  of 
W'icked  and  scandalous  crimes,  was  reject¬ 
ed  by  his  flock,  that  they  might  fairly 
examine  the  case,  and  if  lie  was  proved 
guilty,  depose  him  from  his  office. — p,  103 
—107. 

3rd.  In  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of 
a  bishop,  that  they  might  elect  and  ordain 
another  person  in  his  stead. — p,  23, 32,  33, 
36,  46,  47,  48,  49,  142. 

Synods. — 1.  A  convocation  of  bishops, 
presbyters,  deacons,  and  deputed  laymen, 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  their  respective 
churches,  who  met  together  to  maintain 
unity,  love,  and  concord,  to  advise  about 
their  common  circumstances  and  condi¬ 
tions,  and  to  regulate  all  ecclesiastical  or 
church  affairs,  within  their  respective  lim¬ 
its. — p.  140,  143,  144. 

2.  The  number  of  churches  which 
uniting  together  formed  a  synod  was 
not  fixed,  nor  the  extent  of  country  in 
which  they  resi«led,  but  as  many  as  fimnd 
it  convenient  were  formed  into  one  assem¬ 
bly,  and  were  governed  by  that  synod, 
which  was  called  the  synod  of  such  a  pro- 
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vince,  some  of  wbkh  irere  very  large. — p. 
141,  142. 

3.  They  gf?nerally  met  once  a  year. — 
p.  142,  147. 

4.  Their  first  business  was  to  choose 
one  (or  sometimes  two)  of  the  gravest  and 
most  renowned  bishops  to  be  moderator 
or  president  of  the  assembly,  whose  busi¬ 
ness  was — 1.  To  see  all  things  calmly  and 
fairly  debated  ;  2.  To  see  that  the  decrees 
were  all  impartial  and  just ;  3.  To  sum 
up  what  had  been  urged  on  both  sides; 
4.  To  take  the  votes  and  suffrage  of  the 
members  ;  5,  and  lastly,  To  give  his  own. 
— p.  144,  145. 

5.  When  the  moderator  was  chosen, 
they  entered  upon  business,  which  was 
twofold,  relating, — 1.  To  foreign  church¬ 
es,  respecting  whom  their  determinations 
were  not  binding,  because  they  were  not 
represented  by  them  ;  therefore,  their  chief 
businesslwith  them,  was  to  give  their  advice 
upon  any  nice  point  which  they  had  pro¬ 
posed  to  them.  2.  To  those  churches  of 
whom  they  were  the  representatives,  res¬ 
pecting  whom  their  decrees  were  binding 
and  obligatory  ;  since  the  regulation  and 
management  of  their  affairs  was  the  gen¬ 
eral  end  of  their  convening. — /i.l46,  147* 

6.  To  enumerate  the  vaiious  articles  on 
which  tiiey  debated  and  decided  would  be 
endless  ;  let  this  suffice,  that  they  regulated 
all  church  aff^iirs  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions — they  consulted  about  the 
discipline,  govern ineiit,  and  external  polity 
of  their  churches,  and  what  means  were 
expedient  for  their  ])eace,  unity  and  order ; 
which  by  their  common  consent  they 
enacted  to  be  observed  by  all  the  faithful 
of  those  churches  wliich  they  represented. 
—p.  146,  147,  148,  149,  150,  151,  152. 

Mr.  Baxter,  in  his  Church  History, 
w’liere  he  gives  us  nearly  the  same  account 
of  the  primitive  church  as  the  preceding, 
informs  us,  that  the  inlet  to  all  the  corrup¬ 
tions  that  followed,  and  which  disgraced 
the  Christian  name  for  many  ages,  was, 
the  Bishops  increased  their  power;  by 
degrees  shut  out  the  people  from  their 
share  in  the  management  of  church  alfairs; 
erected  Courts  and  held  Synods,  where 
none  but  Bishops  were  present ;  until 
having  got  the  whole  of  the  government 
in  their  own  hands,  they  ruled  in  a  man¬ 
ner  shocking  to  the  recollection  of  every 
mind  duly  informed  as  to  the  things  of 
Ciod. 

Note.  .Should  not  the  M.  E.  Church 
fake  warning  by  former  errors  'f 


From  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Magnsin^, 
ANECDOTES  OF  MR.  WESLEY. 

A  PEW  months  before  Mr.  Wesley^s 
death,  when  he  was  breakfasting  one  Sun<» 
day  morning  in  London,  with  several 
Preachers,  both  Itinerant  and  Local,  one 
of  them  had  occasion  to  reprove  another 
for  something  which  was  deemed  improp¬ 
er.  The  rebuke  was  not  so  kindly  taken 
as  perhaps  it  should  have  been  and  was 
intended ;  and  the  person  reproved,  who 
sat  next  to  Mr.  Wesley,  turned  to  that 
venerable  man,  then  a  father  among  his 
children,  and  said,  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
it  right,  for  a  junior  brother  to  speak  in 
this  way  to  a  senior.’^  Mr.  Wesley  im¬ 
mediately  stood  up,  and  looking  with  be¬ 
nignity  and  affection  upon  those  around 
him,  who  were  mostly  young  men,  said, 
^Mf  any  of  my  younger  brethren  know 
any  thing  amiss  in  me,  I  will  thank  them 
to  tell  me  of  it.”  A  reply  worthy  of  a 
man  of  God,  then  in  the  eighty-eighth  year 
of  his  age.  It  is  scarcely  needful  to  add 
that  this  remark  put  an  end  to  all  further 
complaint. 

.  Your  anecdote  respecting  Mr.  Wesley  s 
first  extempore  sermon,  inserted  in  your 
Number  for  January  last  put  me  in  mind 
of  what  I  have  more  than  once  heard  him 
say,  wften  talking  of  the  new  and  difficult 
circumstances  in  which  he  and  his  brother 
Charles,  in  the  days  of  their  early  minis¬ 
try,  have  found  themselves  placed.  ‘‘  My 
brother  Charles  would  say,  ‘  Well,  if  the 
Lord  would  give  me  wings,  I  would  fly.’ 
I  used  to  say,  ^  But  if  he  bid  me  fly,  I 
would  trust  him  for  the  wings.” 

This  account  needs  no  remark,  except 
that  it  is  highly  illustrative  of  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  two  brothers.  Mr.  Wesley  had 
more  of  confidence;  Mr.  Charles,  more 
of  caution.  It  pleased  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church  to  use  both  these  disposi¬ 
tions,  under  his  own  influence,  to  promote 
the  knowledge  of  that  salvation,  of  which 
myriads  both  in  earth  and  heaven  now  par¬ 
take. 

Thr  first  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  be¬ 
ing  in  company  with  the  Rev.  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  was  in  the  year  1783.  I  a.sked  him 
what  must  be  done  to  keep  Methodism 
alive  when  he  was  dead  ;  to  which  he  im¬ 
mediately  answered, — The  Methodists 
must  take  heed  to  their  Doctrine,  their 
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Experience,  their  Practice,  and  their  Dis¬ 
cipline.  If  they  attend  to  their  doctrines 
o/f/y,  they  will  make  the  people  AiUino- 
mians;  if  to  the  experimental  part  of  re¬ 
ligion  onltfj  they  will  make  them  Enthur 
giasts;  if  to  the  practical  part  on/y,  they 
will  make  them  Pharisees;  and  if  they 
do  not  attend  to  their  discipline,  they  will 
be  like  persons  who  bestow  much  pains 
in  cultivating  their  garden,  and  put  no 
fence  round  it,  to  save  it  from  the  wild 
boar  of  the  forest.^^ 


ness  to  bestow  any  pains  where  no  gain 
was  to  be  gotten.  And  besides  this,  his 
portion  is  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  now, 
the  Apostles  were  simplty  poor  feUowSy 
and  therefore  my  Lord  of  London  disdain¬ 
ed  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  any  of 
them.^  On  hearing  this,  my  Lord  of 
Canterbury,  and  others  that  stood  by, 
could  not  forbear  laughing. 


ANECDOTE  OF  ARCHBISHOP  CRANMER. 

When  Cranmer,  whose  mind  ran  very 
much  upon  bringing  in  the  free  use  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  in  English  among  the 
people,  put  on  vigorously  a  translation  of 
it,  he  sent  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  to  Sto- 
kesley.  Bishop  of  London,  that  he  might 
overseje  and  correct  it.  At  the  appointed 
time,  i;very  other  man  who  had  b^n  em- 
ploye(|l  in  the  task  of  translation,  sent  his 
part  to  Cranmer  at  Lambeth  ;  only  Stoke- 
ley’s  portion  was  wanting.  The  Arch¬ 
bishop,  impatient  of  delay  in  a  work  of 
such  importance,  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
negligent  Prelate,  and  sent  it  by  the  hand 
of  his  Secretary,  requesting  that  Stokesley 
would  return,  by  the  same  messenger,  his 
part  of  the  projected  translation.  He  re¬ 
ceived  Cranmer’s  letter  at  Fulham;  and 
on  reading  it,  made  this  answer,  in  the  true 
spirit  of  a  Romish  Priest :  I  marvel  what 
my  Lord  of  Canterbury  meaneth,  that  he 
thus  abuseth  the  people,  in  giving  them 
liberty  to  read  the  Scriptures,  which  do 
nothing  elfe  but  infect  them  with  heresy. 
I  have  bestowed  never  an  hour  upon  my 
portion,  and  never  will :  and  therefore  my 
Lord  shall  have  this  book  again  ;  for  I 
will  never  be  guilty  of  bringing  the  sim¬ 
ple  people  into  error.^^  The  servant  took 
the  book,  carried  it  to  Cranmer  at  Lam¬ 
beth,  and  told  him  what  Stokesley  had 
said.  When  the  Archbishop  perceived 
that  nothing  had  been  done  in  it,  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  I  marvel  that  my  Lord  of  Lon¬ 
don  is  so  fro  ward,  that  he  w'ill  not  do  as 
oth^r  men  do.”  One  Mr.  Thomas  Law- 
ney  stood  by,  and  hearing  Cranmer  speak 
so  of  the  Bishop’s  untowardness,  said,  I 
can  tell  your  Grace  why  my  Lord  of  Lon¬ 
don  will  not  bestow  any  labour  in  this 
work  :  Your  Grace  knoweth  well,  that  his 
portion  is  a  piece  of  the  New  Testament ; 
but  he,  being  persuaded  that  Christ  hath 
bequeathed  him  nothingy  tliought  it  mad¬ 


ANECDOTES  OF  MR.  CHARLES  WESLEY. 

It  has  been  said,  that  one  born  a  poet, 
is  a  poet  in  every  ihing.’^  I  have  often 
thought  of  this  sentiment  when  contempla¬ 
ting  the  character  of  Mr.  Charles  Wesley. 
He  had  great  eccentricity,  even  from  a 
child.  Divine  grace  soon  corrected  this 
constitutional  exuberance  ;  but  something 
of  it  innocently  remained  throughout  his 
whole  life.  When  at  the  University,  in 
early  youth,  his  brother  (as  he  informed 
me)  was  alarmed  whenever  he  entered  his 
study.  Aut  insanit  homoy  aut  versus 
facit* — Full  of  the  Muse,  and  being 
short-sighted,  he  would  sometimes  walk 
right  against  his  brother’s  table,  and  per¬ 
haps  overthrow  it.  If  the  “  fine  phrenzy,” 
was  not  quite  so  high,  he  would  discom¬ 
pose  the  books  and  papers  in  the  study — 
ask  some  questions,  without  always  waiting 
for  a  reply, — repeat  some  poetry  that  just 
then  struck  him, — and,  at  length,  leave 
his  brother  to  his  regularity :  but  all  this 
was  soon  corrected  by  ^  the  wisdom  from 
above^ 

His  complete  knowledge  of  the  classic 
writers,  and  his  high  relish  for  their  beau¬ 
ties,  whc.i  it  could  be  drawn  from  him, 
(for  he  was  dead  even  to  that  kind  of  ap¬ 
plause,)  has  often  excited  my  surprise, 
how  he  could  bring  himself  into  the  bon¬ 
dage  of  regular  study,  which  he  must  have 
done,  to  attain  such  excellence.  But  his 
brother  Samuel  was  his  tutor,  and  kept 
him,  pro  imperio,  to  his  books  till  the 
drudgery  was  over ;  and  *hen  the  stores 
of  Greek  and  Roman  poetry  were  a  suffi¬ 
cient  stimulus.  One  day,  after  having 
talked  on  religious  subjects  for  some  time, 
he  broke  out, — “Come,  I’ll  give  you  two 
hundred  lines  of  \'irgil.”  He  began,  and 
it  was  Virgil  indeed !  J  question  if  the 
great  poet  was  ever  more  honoured.  The 
prosody  was  as  truly  Roman  as  the  lan¬ 
guage. 

When  he  was  nearly  fourscore^  be  re- 

*  The  man  is  uiad|  or  making  verges.** 
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tamed  something  of  this  cfccentricity.  He 
rode  every  day,  clothed  for  winter,  cren 
in  summer,  a  little  horse,  gt*ey  with  age. 
When  he  mounted,  if  a  subject  struck  him, 
he  proceeded  to  expand  and  put  it  in 
order.  He  would  write  a  hvmn  thus 
given  him,  on  a  card,  (kept  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,)  with  his  pencil,  in  short  hand.— 
Not  unfrequcntly  lie  has*  come  to  our  house 
in  the  City-Road,  and,  having  left  the 
poney  in  the  garden  in  front,  he  would 
enter  crying  out,  Pen  and  ink  !  Pen  and 
jnki’’  These  being  supplied,  he  wrote  the 
iiymn  he  had  been  composing.  When 
this  was  done,  lie  would  look  round  on 
those  present,  and  salute  tliem  with  much 
kintiness,  ask  after  their  health,  give  out 
a  short  hymn,  and  thus  put  all  in  mind  of 
eternity*  He  was  fond  of  that  stanza 
upon  those  occasions  : — 

There  alt  the  ship’s  company  meet, 

Who  sail’d  with  the  Saviour  beneath: 

tVilh  shouting,  each  other  they  greet, 

And  triumph  o'er  sorrow  and  death. 

The  voyage  of  life’s  at  an  end. 

The  mortal  atHiction  is  past : 

The  age  that  in  heaven  they  spend, 

^  For  ever  and  ever  shall  last ! 

It  seemed  to  me,  that  he  could  never 
study  regularly  after  he  was  delivered  from 
tutors  and  governors.  His  Hymns  and 
Sacred  Poems,  which  will  be  admired  be¬ 
yond  any  thing  of  that  kind,  when  the  age 
shall  have  a  truly  religious  taste,  perhaps 
owed  much  of  their  strength  and  excel¬ 
lence  to  that  circumstance.  His  feelings 
w'ere  strong,  his  affections  warm,  and  his 
imagination  ardent;  and,  as  he  was  a 
master  of  language,  the  subject  flowed 
from  him  in  an  order  that  no  study  could 
supply.  But  he  seldom,  if  ever,  wrote  a 
line  ii|ion  any  subject  that  was  given  to 
liim.  He  admired  Mr.  Fletcher  beyond 
all  men  ;  but  he  never,  I  believe, -wrote  a 
line  upon ‘-his  death.  His  brother  request¬ 
ed  him  to  write  an  Elegy  upon  that  occa¬ 
sion,  which,”  said  he,  ‘‘  I  will  print  with 
my  funeral  sermon.”  He  made  no  reply, 
but  seemed  to  nod  assent.  Some  time 
after,  I  asked  Mr.  J.  Wesley,  if  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  Elegy.  He  replied,  ‘‘  No ;  my 
brother,  I  suppose,  is  waiting  for  a  thought. 
Poets,  you  know,  are  maggotty.^’  The 
thought,  1  believe,  never  came. 

I  have  now  before  me  the  strongest  tes¬ 
timony  that  can  be  given  at  this  day,  that 
he  refused  a  living  of  five  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  choosing  to  remain  among  tlie  peo¬ 
ple  that  he  loved.  He  also  refirsed  a 


large  fortune  oflered  him  by  a  lady  whose 
relatives  had  quarelled  with  her ;  telling 
her,  in  his  usual  short  way,  it  was  un¬ 
just  ”  The  lady,  after  trying  in  vain  to 
bend  his  spirit,  informed  him,  that  she 
‘‘  had  struck  his  name  out  of  her  will ; 
but  that,  nevertheless,  her  family  should 
not  possess  the  fortune.”  Being  advised 
to  accept  the  fortune,  and  give  it  to  the 
relatives, — “  That  is  a  trick  of  the  Devil,” 
said  he  ;  but  it  won’t  do.  I  know  what 
1  am  now;  but  1  do  not  know  what  I 
should  be,  if  I  were  thus  made  rich.” 

In  the  three  or  four  last  years  of  his  life, 
he  visited  the  prisoners  under  sentence  of 
death  in  Newgate.  Having  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Villette,  the 
Ot  dinary,  he  had  full  liberty  for  this  work, 
and  frequently  preached  what  is  called 
^‘the  condemned  Sermon.”  I  attended 
him  upon  one  of  those  occasions,  and  wit¬ 
nessed,  with  feelings  which  I  cannot  des¬ 
cribe,  the  gracious  tenderness  of  his  heart. 
I  saw  the  advantage  of  proclaiming  the 
Gospel  to  those  who  knew  they  were  soon 
to  die,  and  who  felt  that  they  had  greatly 
sinned.  He  composed  many  hymns,  most 
strikingly  suited  to  their  unhappy  condi¬ 
tion  ;  and  used  to  come  as  before  mention¬ 
ed,  to  the  Chapel-House  in  the  City-Road, 
and  after  reading  those  hymns  to  us,  he 
used  to  call  us  to  unite  in  prayer  for  these 
outcasts  of  men.  When  we  arose,  some¬ 
thing  of  that  peculiarity  would  sometimes 
appear,  which  I  have  already  noted.  He 
would  ask,  Can  you  believe  y”  And 
upon  our  answering,  Yes,  Sir ;”  he  would 
flourish  his  hand  over  his  head,  and  cry 
out,  We  shall  have  them  all !”  and  im¬ 
mediately  hasten  away  to  the  cells,  to  hold 
out  life  to  the  dead. 

*  I  must  mention  the  remarkable  gift  which 
he  possessed,  of  promptness  in  answering 
attacks,  or  replying  to  the  remarks  of  those 
w’ho  attempted  to  hedge  him  in.  Soon 
after  the  work  of  God  began,  the  qiu*stion 
of  absolute  Predestination  was  introduced 
among  the  people,  and  was  soon  followed 
by  Antinomianism.  Mr.  Charles  Wesley 
was  roused  to  the  most  determined  oppo¬ 
sition  against  this  evil,  which  was  making 
havock  of  the  people  around  him.  One 
day  he  was  preaching  in  Moorfields,  and 
having  mentioned  these  things,  he  added, 

You  may  know  one  of  these  zealots  by 
his  bad  temper.”  A  person  in  the  crowd 
immediately  vociferated,  You  lie!” 
^^Hah!”  said  Mr.  C.  Wesley,  ‘‘have  I 
drawn  out  leviathan  with  an  hook  ?” 
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For  the  Friendly  Visitor. 


o^ohti  3.  8.  The  wind  bloweth  wdiere  it  listetli. 
Kiv.  2.  17.  To  him  that  overcometh,  &ic.  &ic. 

,  Dost  thou  hear  the  whistling  wind, 

Canst  thou  tell  from  whence  it  came. 
Where  its  dwelling  place  to  find ; 

Or  wdien  it  w  ill  return  again  ? 

The  fleeting  w’ind  is  felt,  not  seen. 

So  the  Heavenly  spirit  pure; 

Is  felt  hv  him  that’s  born  again. 

He  feels  and  knows  the  work  is  sure. 

Hidden  manna,  sweetest  food, 

He  may  cat  and  thrive  and  grow  ; 

Drink  as  from  achrystal-fiood. 

Whence  streams  of  consolation  flow. 

On  a  token  w^hitc  and  pure, 

A  new  name  to  him  is  giv’n  ; 

If  he  to  the  end  endure, 

Earnest  of  a  blissful  Heav’n.— 'S. 
December  1826. 


SHB  rS.ZaiTDL'S’  VISXTOB,. 


WEPNESDAY,  DECEMBER  14,  1825. 


(Concluded  from  page  391.) 

By  requiring  a  committee  to  assemble 
of  the  Stewards  of  different  circuits  to 
take  into  consideration  the  tempornlities 
of  the  district,  of  which  meeting:  the  Pre- 
sidins  Elder  is  the  head,  by  saving  this 
body,  when  assembled,  shall  provide  for 
the  table  expenses,  house  rent,  fuel,  &c.  of 
the  Frefddinir  Elder,  By  having  a  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  on  each  circuit  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  travelling  preachers^  and  by 
saying  it  shall  be  done,  when  the  people 
have  not  given  their  voice  in  the  business, 
and  by  making  it  the  duty  of  this  commit¬ 
tee  to  apportion  (or  tax)  each  society  a  cer¬ 
tain  sum  for  this  purpose,  as  witness  a 
Resolution  given  to  us  to  enforce  on  the 
Circuit  we  travelled  in  I8l6,in  words  fol¬ 
lowing  Resolved,  that  it  shall  be  the  du¬ 
ty  of  the  Stewards  of  the  Circuits  to  as¬ 
certain  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the 
annual  allowance  of  the  Preacher  or 
Preachers  stationed  among  them,  (with¬ 
out  their  consent)  a  dividend  of  which 
shall  be  made  among  the  several  societies 
on  the  circuit,  proportionate  to  their  num¬ 
ber  and  ability^  a  statement  of  which 
shall  he  sent  to  each  class  leader  or  class 
Stew  ard  on  the  circuit  and  every  member 


shall  be  invited  to  subscribe  what  he  is  wil¬ 
ling  to  give  quarterly  towards  making  up 
the  preachers  alhncance^  and  the  money 
so  collected  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  stew¬ 
ards  of  the  circuit  at  each  quarterly  meet- 
ing  Signed  by  the  Presiding  Elder/^ — 
By  having  this  brought  into  effect  in  Hills¬ 
dale,  Columbia  County,  the  Society  in 
which  was  rated  at  ^40,400,  viz. 


Nathaniel  Hewson, 

5,500,  ta.\ 

Abraham  Oveiizer, 

1,500, 

12 

Richard  H.  Bartlett, 

1,500, 

12 

Bont  Buriis, 

1,500, 

12 

Eber  Crossman, 

400, 

3  20 

^*83  20 

This  one  example  should  be  enough  to 
convince  any  person  that  a  lay  represen¬ 
tation  is  necessary  to  guard  the  property 
of  the  members  from  unjust  demands,  for 
let  it  be  remembered  a  reque>it  from  those 
who  have  the  power  to  take  away  a 
persons  standing  in  the  church  is  equal  to 
a  demand.  Again,  the  appointing  ofsteic- 
ards  is  another  act  whereby  the  rights  of 
the  laity  are  effected,  and  this  caused  the 
great  difficulty  in  the  city  of  New-York 
in  1820,  for  the  act  of  incorporation  made 
it  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  to  take  charge 
of  all  monies  collected  in  the  churches  for 
which  they  were  to  account  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  of  the  State,  but  the  preacher  in 
charge  appointed  Stewards  and  command¬ 
ed  them  to  receive,  and  the  Class  Leaders 
to  pay  to  them  the  monies  collected — by 
which  the  charter  of  the  Church  was  like¬ 
ly  to  be  broken,  and  indeed  we  think  it  is 
already  void — a  sufficiency  therefore  has 
been  said,  to  convince  those  who  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  receive  information,  and  as  for 
others,  if  an  angel  from  heaven  was  to 
argue  the  point,  they  would  not  be  con¬ 
vinced — the  labourer  is  worthv  of  his  hire, 
but  the  people  are  to  be  the  judges  and 
not  the  minister,  of  what  he  should  re¬ 
ceive,  and  we  have  no  doubt  if  the  Lord 
calls  a  man  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
he  will  so  open  his  way,  that  without  laWy 
or  acts  of  Conferences,  he  will  receive  all 
that  is  necessary  for  him,  or  if  he  should 
not,  he  may  labour  in  some  latvful  calling 
as  Paul  and  others  have  done. 

Last  Notice, — Our  S’lbscribers  are  re¬ 
quested  to  pay  up  their  arrears  on  the 
delivery  of  tlie  next  number,  which  will 
be  a  double  one ;  when  the  paper  will  be 
discontinued  for  the  present. 


► 
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Mr.  Jauies  Hardie  has  ^iven  a  statement  of  the 
•ensus  of  this  city,  as  follows : 


Ut 

Males. 
Ward  2194, 

Females. 

2228, 

Total. 

4422. 

2d 

6.M4, 

6783, 

11,327. 

3d 

« 

6302, 

5499, 

10,801. 

4th 

tt 

6239, 

6998, 

12,237. 

6th 

u 

6761, 

8336, 

15,116. 

6tb 

it 

10,199, 

9682, 

19,881. 

7th 

tt 

6060, 

7232, 

14,192. 

8ih 

tt 

11,638, 

12,617, 

24,285. 

9th 

tt 

6583, 

6283, 

10,866. 

10th 

tt 

11,723, 

12,303, 

3457, 

24.026. 

11th 

tt 

3842, 

7299. 

12th 

it 

4004, 

3935, 

7939. 

80,009, 

82,382, 

162,391. 

The  three  story  brick  store  in  Vesey-Street, 
barnt  on  Friday  night,  is  sufiposed  to  have  been 
set  on  (ire«  as  the  change  was  taken  from  the 
draw,  and  matches  were  found  on  the  counter, 
the  loss  is  about  ^tKKK). 

A  Bank  has  been  authorized  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Chili,  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  Capital. 

On  the  6th  inst.  the  brig  Schuylkill  lying  in 
the  North  Rtver,  took  fire,  which  was  extin¬ 
guished  presently,  by  tlie  crew  of  the  English 
sloop  of  war  Swallow,  for  which  service  a  sum 
of  money  was  distributed  among  them,  and  a 
piece  of  plate  given  to  the  commander  by  the 
Insurance  Companies  of  ibis  city. 

A  canal  boat  arrived  at  Albany,  on  the  6th 
inst.  from  the  interior  w  itli  1000  turkeys,  geese 
and  ducks  for  the  West-India  market. 

The  namberof  Representatives  in  the  present 
Congress,  is  tw  o  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  three 
dele:iates. 

A  poor  woman  in  England  lately  called  at  a 
druggist’s  for  some  opening  medicine,  rnd  told 
them  she  would  call  on  her  w'ay  home ;  it  was 
done  up  and  laid  by.  A  farmer  also  called 
afterwards  for  some  arsenic,  which  was  done 
up,  and  “  poison”  wrote  upon  it,  the  two  |)ar- 
cels  were  laid  together,  the  woman  called  first 
and  the  wrong  bundle  was  given  to  her;  qot 
being  able  to  read,  she  administered  some  to 
her  children,  the  one  eigiit,  the  other  six,  an¬ 
other  four  years  of  age,  she  also  took  a  large 
portion  herself,  which  put  a  period  to  the  exis  - 
^ceof  all  of  them  in  a  few  honrs.  How  care¬ 
ful  should  druggists  be,  when  aneh  accidents  so 
often  occur. 

By  a  law  of  the  Corporation  no  Steam- Boat 
b  to  ring  a  belt  before  sun-rise,  and  at  no  time 
more  than  two  minutes  before  starting. 

The  Steam  packet  Comet  near  Glasgow  in 
Scotland,  was  run  down  by  the  Ayr  Stmn-Boat, 
and  It  is  supposed  upwards  of  sixty  persons  were 
drow'ucd.  They  had  just  been  dancing  on  board 
the  Comet  and  amusing  themselves  in  varions 
ways;  when  thus  unprepared,  so  many  sonls 
were  suddenly  launched  into  Eternity. 

The  large  ship  Baron  Rentew,  has  gone  to 
pieces  near  Calais. 

The  Haytiens  have  proposed  a  loan  of  30, 
francs,  redeemable  in  five  years,  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  pay  the  first  instalment  to  tho 
French  government,  for  their  independence. 


A  canal  isproposed  to  connect  thegidfof  Mei« 
ico  and  the  Atlautic  across  Florida,  of  about 
eighteen  miles  in  length,  to  save  one  thousand 
miles  dangerous  navigation,  and  escape  the 
track  of  pirates. 

The  Turks  have  refused  to  the  Americans  a 
passage  through  the  Dardanelles  and  the  Bos- 
phores. 

The  Lombard  Bank  has  sunk  its  whole  capital 
and  nearly  J40,000  besides;  the  settlement  of  its 
affairs  will  be  left  to  trustees  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  of  New-Jersey.  , 

Three  persons  were  drowned  by  the  capsizing 
of  the  long  boat  of  the  Steam^Boat  Olive  Branch, 
while  lowering  from  the  side ;  one  of  whom 
was  James  Ronans  second  captain,  and  Abra¬ 
ham  Rosecrants  and  a  Mr.  Chamberlain,  passen¬ 
gers.  Three  saved  themselves  by  swimming  to 
the  shore  * 

The  tolls  on  the  Canal  this  year,  will  aiasniint 
to  Jf600,000,  being  5^60, 00(>  more  than  was  es¬ 
timated. 

The  Steam-Boat  Balize  at  New-Orleans,  while 
towing  a  ship,  took  fire  and  was  run  ashore, 
when  she  sunk,  so  as  to  be  totally  lost. 

Lieutenants  Brown;  and  Campfield  with  six 
soldiers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  having  visited  the 
revenue  cutteruear  Augustine. in  retnrning  were 
upset,  fiveof  the  soldiers  drifted  ashore  and 
perished.  The  others  tv  ere  taken  care  of  at* 
the  light  house,  though  almost  perished  with 
cold. 


^  MARRIED. 

At  Catskill,  Mr.  Henry  Lane,  of  this  city,  to  Miss  Anna 
Salisbury,  of  the  fonner  place* 

On  Thursday  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Philips,  Mr.  Samuel 
L.  Post,  to  Miss  Esther,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hays,  High 
Constable,  Ac.  of  this  city. 

Same  evening,  by  W.  M.  Stilwell,  Mr.  William  Howard, 
to  Miss  Delilah  Elizabeth  Allen,  of  tois  c^ty. 

Same  ev><fllng,  by  W.  M.  Stilwell,'!(lb>  Hendricksoq 
Walters,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Lewis 
neau.  '  ^ 


Same  evening,  by  Rev.  Mr.  MTlroy,  Mr.  William  Pro- 
byn  to  Miss  Isabella  Lock. 


DIED. 


Ob  Sunday,  Capt.  John  G.  Haskell,  of  the  brig  Panther. 
Same  day,  Mr.  Lewis  Keating,  aged  48. 

Same  day,  Miss  Mary  Hunt, aged  72. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Daniel  Williams,  aged  25. 

Saturday,  Mr.  Isaac  T  Van  Wyck,  aged  35. 

Friday,  Mrs-  Caroline,  wife  of  Abraham  Lockwood,  aged 
24. 

Same  day,  John  Daably  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  aged  42. 
Thursday,  Mr.  .Tohu  Holding,  aged  40. 

Wedneaday,  Mrs.  Sophia  House,  agad  46. 

Same  day.  Mist  Margarat  Murpliy,  aged  57. 

Smae  day, Mr.  Bteplwa  l»ecamp.  aged  43. 

Sanw  day,  Mr.  Hanrf  L.  Sbickett,  agad  25w 
Taaaday,  Mn.  Doreaa  M.  wife  of  Mr.  David  Wood,  aged 
20. 

Otatbt  ia  this  city,  loot  waA,  88. 

JokB  0.  Tottaa,  Priaiai,  IH>.  9  Dowery. 


